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THE KESUEKECTION,1

A POEM.
TRANSLATED BY MR. NICHOLAS AMHTTRST.

[The translator in a short preface says, "Thesclii.es (the Latin) are
esteemed by the best judges to be the finest sketch of the Resurrection
that any age or language has produced. Nor does their only excellence con-
sist in being an accurate poem; but also in being an exact copy of the
painter's original upon the altar in Magdalen College ; but so much im-
proved with all the strongest figures, and most lively embellishments of
a poetical description, Jjiat the reader receives a double satisfaction in
seeing the two sister arts so useful to each other, in borrowing mutual
helps and mutual advantages.

** It is indeed," continues he, " wonderful to find, in the narrow com-
pass of a few pages, all the most dreadful circumstances of that last ter-
rible crisis of time. The poem is a beautiful and succinct epitome of all
that has or can ever be said on that important subject; the veiy text
which the ingenious Dr. Young has so largely and elegantly paraphrased
in his excellent poem on the Last Day."]

THE pencil's glowing lines and vast command,
And mankind rising from the painter's hand,
The awful Judge arrayed in beamy light,
And spectres trembling at the dreadful sight,
To sing, 0 muse, the pious bard inspire,
And waken in his breast the sacred fire.

The hallowed field, a bare white wall of late,
Now clothed in gaudy colours, shines in state;
And lest some little interval confess
Its ancient simple form and homely dress,
The skilful artist laid o'er every part
The first foundation of his future art:
O'er the wide frame his ductile colours led,
And with strong primings all the wall o'erspread.

As ere yon spangling orbs were hung on nigh,
Lest one great blank should yawn through boundless sky;
Through the wide heavenly arch and trackless road
In azure volumes the pure JEther flowed;
The sun at length burns out intensely bright,
And the pale Crescent sheds her borrowed light;
With thick-sown stars the radiant pole is crowned,            1

Of milky glories a long track is found,                             >

O'erflows and whitens all the heavens around.                   )

So when the ground-work of the piece was laid;
Nor yet the painter had his art displayed,

Resurrectio delineata* ad altare Coll Maad. Oxon.   Vol. i. p. 243